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proxy server 


A server that provides access to files from other servers by 
retrieving them either from its local cache or from the remote 
server. 


Proxy server 


A server that acts as an intermediary between a workstation user 
and the Internet so that the enterprise can ensure security, 
administrative control, and caching service. A proxy server is 
associated with or part of a gateway server (separating the 
enterprise network from the outside network) and a firewall server 
(protecting the enterprise network from outside intrusion). A proxy 
server receives a request for an Internet service (such as a Web 
page request) from a user. If the proxy server is also a cache server, 
it can use its local cache of previously downloaded Web pages, to 
provide the page without forwarding the request to the Internet. If 
the page is not in the cache, the proxy server, uses one of its own IP 
addresses to request the page from the server out on the Internet. 
When the page is returned, the proxy server relates it to the original 
request and forwards it on to the user. To the user, all Internet 
requests and returned responses appear to be directly with the 
addressed Internet server. The proxy IP address has to be specified 
as a configuration option to the browser or other protocol program. 


Proxy Servers 


Proxy servers sit between a client program (typically a Web browser) 
and an external server (typically another server on the Web) to filter 
requests, improve performance, and share connections. 
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